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NOTES OF CASES. 



Evidence — Documentary Evidence — Authentication — Letter. — A re- 
ply letter received, in due course of mail, from the addressee of a 
former letter is presumed to be genuine, and if otherwise proper 
evidence may go to the jury without proof of the handwriting of the 
person whose signature appears thereto. Evidence offered to im- 
peach such letter, which goes only to the extent of proving that the 
name was signed to it by the bookkeeper in the office of the person 
whose name is- placed to the letter, is not sufficient to overcome the 
presumption that he authorized his bookkeeper's act. Capital City 
Supply Co. v. Beury, — W. Va. — , 72 S. E. 657. 



Trade Union — Objects of Trade Union — Rules — Compulsory Levies 
on Members of Union to Obtain Representation on Municipal Coun- 
cils — Ultra Vires. — Wilson v. Amalgamated Society of Engineers 
(19X1) 2 Ch. 324. This was an action by the member of a trade 
union to restrain the union from making compulsory levies on the 
members for funds wherewith to secure representation on municipal 
councils; Parker, J., who tried the action came to the conclusion 
that the decision in Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants v. 
Osborne (1910) A. C. 87 where the House of Lords held that such 
levies could not be lawfully made for securing representation in 
Parliament, applied, and he therefore granted an injunction as 
prayed, and the rules of the union authorizing such levies were de- 
clared to be ultra vires of the union. — Canada Law Journal. 



Will — Construction — Gift to Supposed Wife during Her Widow- 
hood — Bigamous Marriage. — In re Hammond, Burniston v. White 
(1911) 2 Ch. 342 is a case involving a peculiar state of facts. The 
plaintiff Burniston's husband disappeared in 1894 and was supposed 
to have been drowned, though it was impossible to trace him. In 
the year 1900 she married John Hammond who was informed of the 
disappearance of her husband* and both believed that they were law- 
fully married, and they lived together as man and wife until 1906, 
when Hammond died and by his will gave his household effects to 
his "wife" "during her widowhood and after her decease or second 
marriage" he gave them to his daughters. He also gave his wife 
the use of a house, and an annuity on the same terms. After the 
testator's death the plaintiff lived in the house and received the an- 
nuity until 1910, when it was discovered that her husband Burniston 
was alive. In these circumstances, she brought the present action 
for a declaration that she was the person described in Hammond's 
will as his wife, and was entitled to all the rights and benefits given 
by the will to his wife. Parker, J., who tried the action gave judg- 
ment in her favor holding that the words "during widowhood" did 



